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High Street Welcomes a New Choir Director 

 On March 17, The Hutt family 
provided this beautiful Altar ar-
rangement for worship services. (see 
photo at left)  
 It was created by Betsy Hutt 
Fauntleroy, in memory of her 
mother, Pat, and in honor of her fa-
ther, Joe Hutt. 

Let’s welcome our new choir director – Chris Jernigan and his family! Chris lives in Aulander, NC along with his wife Leanna and 
son Ethan. Chris graduated from Chowan University in Murfreesboro with a Bachelors of Science in Music Education in 2009. 
Chris has been the music director at Meherrin Baptist Church in Murfreesboro, Interim Music Director at Edenton Baptist Church in 
Edenton, guitarist at Millennium PH Church in Aulander and Song Leader at Sedley Baptist Church. Chris works full time at 
Resinall Corporation in Severn. Chris’s first day was Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024. Below are a few photos of the welcome recep-
tion in the Fellowship Hall held after worship on Palm Sunday. 

Wednesday Lenten Service at High Street 

On Wednesday, March 13, the High Street United Methodist Church, and Sycamore Baptist Church, joined forces to host the 
Wednesday Lenten Service at High Street. The United Women in faith hosted the Lenten lunch. 
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Chair Yoga Dates in APRIL- Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:45am on 
Wed. 4/3; Thurs. 4/11; Wed. 4/24 for some breathing, stretching, and mov-
ing exercises seated and standing with the support of a chair.  For more in-
formation, contact Jane Riddick-Fries at janerfries@gmail.com or 757-803
-6829.  Nothing is required. Just come and    enjoy. You are welcome to do-
nate to the church Mission Team if you like.   

 1 John 1:1-10 
 1 John 1:1-10  1 We proclaim to you 
the one who existed from the begin-
ning,[a] whom we have heard and 
seen. We saw him with our own eyes 
and touched him with our own 
hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This 
one who is life itself was revealed to 
us, and we have seen him. And now 

we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is 
eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was re-
vealed to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have 
actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you 
may fully share our joy.[b]5 This is the message we heard 
from Jesus[c] and now declare to you: God is light, and 
there is no darkness in him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say 
we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual 
darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are 
living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fel-
lowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
cleanses us from all sin.8 If we claim we have no sin, we are 
only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we 
confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we 
claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and 
showing that his word has no place in our hearts. 
   Welcome to the month of April of 2024. We are now 
moving forth from the celebration of Easter.  We are a peo-

ple of resurrection. What does this mean?  I mean that as 
Christians we celebrate our faith in Jesus Christ as He de-
feated the Cross and Death.  Jesus is our only Hope in the 
world of today.  As we look around this world of ours, we 
see wars, pestilence, hunger, homelessness, riots, rages of 
anger, and we see a world that is divided and not united.  So 
what Hope is there?  There is Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  
 What John is trying to share is that we can and prayer-
fully have experienced Jesus Christ.  And that God’s Word 
is that Light that we need on our pathways to give us guid-
ance.  And we have the Holy Spirit that not only enables 
and empowers us, but uplifts and comforts us in all times.  
WE do not live in darkness, but we live in the Light of Je-
sus, and we live in the Fellowship with God.  God through 
Jesus Christ helps us to move from Sin and Wickedness to 
the Peace of being in Fellowship with the Church, God, and 
Jesus.   
 So let us not fool ourselves to listen to the Ideology of 
this World or the temptations of the Pince of the Air.  Let us 
live by the Faith and Teachings of God’s Word.  God bless 
each and all. Let us share our Faith and the Love of Christ 
to each and all.  Let us go forth as the Disciples for Jesus 
and share the Good News and always in all that we do in 
thought, word, or action. Let us invite all to receive Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
 

In Christ Redeeming Love, 
Pastor Wayne 

Graces’ Little Angel’s 
Preschool News – March 2024 

 

 Happy Spring!!! It is hard to believe that Spring is already here. The GLA Angels have 
been learning a lot. This month they are going to be busy learning all about: 
Spring Weather – They will learn all about spring weather. The birds are singing, leaves are 
sprouting, and flowers are starting to bloom. The letter Kk and the sound it makes. 

Insects/Bugs - They will learn about metamorphosis to pollination, bug habitats, and so many more fun facts. The letter Ii and 
the sound it makes. 
Earth day and Recycling – Earth Day is April 22nd. They will learn why we recycle to keep our earth healthy. 
The letter Bb and the sound it makes. 
Plants and Flowers – They will learn all about how flowers and plants grow. What it needs to grow. They will 
plant a plant and learn how to take care of it. The letter Qq and the sound it makes. 
 We had a field trip to the Village on March 28th. The Angels got to have an easter egg hunt, a visit from a tiny 
farm with animals, and have a picnic lunch. GLA will be opening a satellite infant care center in May. This will 
be a Satellite center for Grace Memorial. Grace Memorial United Methodist Church will be selling Buttberbraid 
starting April 8th. Please reach out to Raegan if you would like to buy some. GLA will be closed March 29th 
(Good Friday) – April 5th for Spring Break. 
 

In God’s Love, 
Jill Thorpe, Site Manager 

mailto:janerfries@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30502a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30505b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30506c
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 Vitality Team 

 Hope your Easter was “Hoppy”!!  
 

 As this newsletter is being prepared, our        Vitality 
Team is preparing for Easter  and the annual EASTER 
EGG HUNT!! The Hunt is scheduled to be on PALM 
Sunday, March 24, at 10 AM at High Street UMC.  Stay 
tuned to the church's Facebook page for photos and also 
they will be in the next newsletter --- be on the lookout 

for "eggstra"   special Easter Egg Hunt photos!     
 

Kathy Worrell 
Vitality Team chair 

The gatherings for April/May are as follows: 
 

For Lent, we meet on Tuesdays so those who want to go to the Lenten 
lunch and worship service can go. 
 

• Tuesday, March 26 - Three Guys @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 3 - Fred's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 10 -  El Rancheros @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 17 -  Pino's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 24 - Serve @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, May 1- The Vine @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, May 8 - Joe's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, May 15 - Backporch @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, May 22 - Wydia's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday  May 29 - Three Guys @ 12pm 
 

 

No meeting, no agenda...just good food and great conversation! 

What a glorious spring we are having!    

 Our High Street United Women in Christ continue to serve our church and our community! 

A few of our activities include: 

  • we will conduct both services on April 21 for United Women in Faith Sunday 
  • we continue to give out name badges for the 11 AM Worship Service  
  • we continue to volunteer at the Foodbank 
  • we continue to collect clothes for S.P. Morton Elementary    
  • we will have a joint luncheon for morning and evening circles on Monday, May 6 
 

The dates for the upcoming meetings are as follows: 

 Morning Circle - Tuesday, April 1 at 10 AM 

 Evening Circle - Monday, April 22 at 5:30 PM.. 

 Executive Board - Tuesday, April 23 at 10AM 

If you are new to High Street or just want to see what "United Women in Faith" is all about, please join us for a Morn-
ing or Evening Circle meeting.  You are always welcome! 

Kathy Worrell 
President, United Women in Faith  

2024 Easter Lilies & Lenten 
Cross Butterfly Booklets 

are available in the        
narthex, or contact the 

church office. 
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Mission Team News  
  

 Thanks to all who supported 
our Baked Potato/Salad Bar 
Luncheon on Sunday, March 
17th, St. Patrick's Day (see photos 
below).  We served approximately 

80 people. The fellowship and food were enjoyed by 
all! We collected $513.00 in donations to support the 
Backpack Program for 50 food insecure children at 
S.P. Morton Elementary School in Franklin. Even 
though we are not packing the boxes of food that go in 
these backpacks anymore, due to the changes in the 
program implemented by the Foodbank of Southeast-
ern Virginia, these 50 children are still able to receive  
this much needed food twice a month. Thanks to all for 
these generous donations! Thanks also to our great 
Mission Team!! 
 Our ongoing "Penny Project" has a new focus for 
2024! We will be collecting pennies and other coins 
(and even dollars if you wish) to support a great local 
non-profit organization called "Grazin' Acres Thera-
peutic Riding Center" in Ivor, Virginia. This non-profit 
serves physically, mentally, emotionally and learning 
disabled students in the city of Franklin as well as 
Southampton, Isle of Wight, and Sussex Counties. 
Therapeutic riding and equine assisted activities help 
these students build confidence,, improve muscle 
strength, flexibility, concentration, memory, socializa-
tion skills and much more. They provide services for 
over 100 participants yearly with 8 horses. Grazin' 
Acres also offers morning school programs with Frank-
lin and Southampton Schools as well as evening pro-
grams. In addition they work with "at-risk" youth. Our 
donations to this worthwhile program will help with 
operational equipment costs like feed, hay, farrier and 
veterinary care for the horses, educational training for 
the volunteers, facilities maintenance and upgrades. 

Administrative costs are less than 10% of the total 
budget. If you would like to learn more about "Grazin' 
Acres" you can go to their website 
www.grazinacres.org. You may drop off your dona-
tions in the brass buckets in the narthex area or at  the 
church office. We hopefully will have a program 
about "Grazin' Acres" soon.  
 The Mission Team also made a $200 donation to 
Heart Havens in honor of "Heart Havens Month" in 
February. In case you don't know, Heart Havens sup-
ports adults with intellectual disabilities across the 
state of Virginia. It began with the Virginia United 
Methodist Conference and is a non-profit organization 
that provides residential support to adults with a de-
velopmental disability. "It's so much more than just a 
roof and a bed. At Heart Havens, we empower people 
to discover what they love and pursue their hopes and 
passions. Whether that's getting involved in communi-
ty theater, giving back to the community through a pet 
food drive, or simply having a party with friends, we 
support people with a developmental disability as they 
make their goals and dreams happen. Heart Havens 
operates homes in Richmond, Stuarts Draft, Lynch-
burg, and Virginia Beach. All of the homes have the 
capacity to house four residents, who are fully super-
vised at all times with dedicated and experienced 
staff." 
 The Mission Garden Team is beginning their prep-
arations for our garden for this spring/summer. There 
are plans to do even more this year, so if you're inter-
ested in helping or just having your own little space, 
please contact Jeff Brown or Mike Ponder soon. Our 
next Mission team Meeting is April 17th at 7:00p.m. 
in the church library. 
 

Ruthie Ponder (757-620-9142). 

St. Patty’s Baked Potato & Salad Luncheon 

On Sunday, March 17, the Mission Team  hosted a St. Patrick’s Day lunch featuring baked potatoes with all the fixins’, salad and 
desserts. This free lunch was a ‘Thank You’ to the church for the support throughout the year. 

 

You can buy either of High Street UMC Chancel Choir two CD’s in the  
church office—they make excellent gifts! 
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Easter Egg Hunt at High Street 

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt, hosted by the Vitality Team, was held on Palm Sunday, March 24. We made crafts, gath-
ered eggs, and  ate lots of cookies and CANDY!! A good time was had by all!! 

Palm Sunday 
Below are a few scenes from the 11am Palm Sunday worship service on March 24. 

♫♪Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord♪♫ 

A Meaningful Mission Opportunity 
 

We are looking for some folks that might be willing to provide transportation to some in our church family 
that are not comfortable driving anymore. If you are willing to volunteer to help someone get to church, 
please give us a call at the church office at 757.562.3367. 

On Sunday, March 10, Margaret Mackan gave 
out lights for the Children’s sermon. Her message 
was, “this little light of mine—I’m going to let it 
shine!” 

High Street United Methodist Church’s beloved, 
Chancel Choir, singing to the glory of God, on a 
recent Sunday! 
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Thursdays at 6pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 

Last Thursday of each month is Pancake Night! 

Photo (at left) courtesy of Bill Billings, 
taken during the February 19 church 
Council meeting in the Dave Trader 
Room. 

    

Welcome our newest members to HSUMC: 
 

     Joined January 30, 2024         Joined March 31, 2024 
         John Trew       Ellis Butler   Jackson Cobb  Lee Cobb 
                 Susan Dow   Hayden Fox   Meredith Fox 
                 Riley Fox    Tristan Gayle  Julia Pollard 
                 David Saunders  Cheryl Simpson 

ATTENTION:  College students and/or 
parents, please contact the church office 
(hsumc@beldar.com or 757-562-336) this sum-
mer with your college address (even if it hasn’t 
changed) so High Street UMC can keep in touch 
while you are away at school! 

High Street United Methodist Church has two scholarships available this year:  The Gladys Walker Bow-
man Memorial Scholarship and the Frances B. Holt Memorial Scholarship.  Young people and education 
were very  important to both of these wonderful women and we are honored to be able to remember them 
in this meaningful way. Full applications are available in the church office.  The deadline for submitting 
applications is May 1. Notification of the awards will be made by May 31. 

High Street is 
collecting gently 

used clothing 
items for children at 

SP Morton.          
Donations can be left 

in the narthex. 

Graduate Sunday is June 9th!!  
Pease contact the church office via email: hsumc@beldar.com OR call: 757.562.3367 if you 
have a child/grandchild who is graduating high school, college, or grad school and let us know 
the full name, relationship, high school (and what college will attend) or college graduating 
from and degree receiving.  
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F3 NATION * SATURDAYS * 7AM  

 UMM Boston Butt Sale!!
Saturday, April 20thSaturday, April 20th  
High Street UMCHigh Street UMC  

33——5 p.m.5 p.m.  
$35 per ticket$35 per ticket  

  

Contact any UMM member, Contact any UMM member,   
or the Church Office, for tickets. or the Church Office, for tickets.   

 

 

On MONDAYS at 1:30pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, join Megan Pontious, who will lead the  
knitting/crocheting time for those who may 
want to get together with others for a creative, 
relaxing fellowship. 

 

Our local Franklin Cooperative 
Ministries is in great need of 
shampoo for their hygiene bags 
that they give out to those in our 
community who are sometimes 
unable to supply these items for 
themselves and their families. So, 
our HSUMC Mission Team has 
come up with a fun way to help 
them out. Join us for our….. 
MARCH MADNESS SHAMPOO CHALLENGE 

We are asking that you donate bottles of 
shampoo (12.6 oz. – 22.5 oz.) and bring 
them to church. There will be 5 boxes in the       
narthex area, each with an ACC basketball 
team logo on the front. During this March 
Madness basketball season, please place 
your bottles of shampoo in the box of your 
favorite ACC basketball team. There are just 
5 teams to choose from –  

DUKE      NC STATE      UNC 
UVA      VA TECH 

We just picked the 5 most popular teams in 
our area! Sorry if we missed your team. Our 
goal is to collect at least 100 bottles of 
shampoo for the Franklin Cooperative Min-
istries by the end of March Madness which 
is April 8. Thanks so much for your support.  

Grace’s Little Angels————-March 29-April 5 
HSUMC Church Office:———April 1 

If you are interested in helping with  

Vacation Bible School this summer 

(July 21-25) please contact the church 

office at 757-562-3367 or 

hsumc@beldar.com.  You may also fill 

out the side tab of the bulletin and 

place in the offering plate on Sundays.  

Your help is needed and greatly appre-

ciated to have a successful event for the 

children in our community.   More de-

tails to come! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you have prayer requests, please put them on the tear-off section of the Sunday bulletin  

and put it in the offering plate, or contact the church office  
at hsumc@beldar.com, or 757.562.3367. 

High Street United Methodist Church 
Memorials and Honorariums 

3/15/2024 
In Loving Memory of: 

 

Mr. William F. Phillips                      Mrs. Linda D. Rogers      Mr. Charles Butler 
    by: Mr. and Mrs. John E. Bryant         by: Mr. and Mrs. John E. Bryant       by: Mr. and Mrs. John E. Bryant 

In Loving Memory of   
Pauline Joyce Keesee Ambrose 

2/28/1926– 3/10/2024 
Our sincere sympathy to her family and friends. 

Village at 
 Woods Edge 

(Memory Care) 
1401 N. High St. 

Franklin, VA 23851 

757.562.3100 

  Village at 
Woods Edge 

(Independent) 
1401 N. High St. 

Franklin, VA 

23851 

757.562.3100 

  Manor at 
Woods Edge 

(Assisted) 
1401 N. High St. 

Franklin, VA 

23851 

757.562.3100 

  East 
Pavilion 

(Nursing Home) 
100 Fairview Dr. 

Franklin, VA 

23851 

757.569.6424 

  Rehab @ 

Southampton Me-
morial 

Fred Hollowell   Al Strickler 
Apt. 308 

  Linda Joyner 
Rm. 1011 

  Dianne Burns 

Rm. 142A 

  Doug Rogers 

    Mildred Mason 

Apt. 1007 

  Marjorie Whitley 

Rm. 1020 

        

    Bobby & Nancy 
Turner—Apt. 210 

            

    Swann Broocke 

Apt. 214 

            

    Maxine Hollowell 
Apt. 217 

            

 

         Health Care and Assisted Living Facilities  
   Please remember our members who need special care at the following healthcare  
and assisted living facilities. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers each week. 
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SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 

1 Alice Shaffer 
1 Greg Crom 
1 Sarah Crom 
2 Steve Rawlings 
2 Daniel Fifer 
2 Tommy Locke, III 
3 Alan Edwards 
3 Glenda Jervey 
5 Dean Wagenbach 
5 Michael Wrenn 
5 Kristi Cobb 
6 Kaye Story 
7 Faye Belcher 
7 Jon Edwards 
8 Aaron Panton 
9 Randy Betz 
9 Julia Pollard 
10 Charles Fenwick, Jr. 
10 Jeanette Belcher 
10 Heather Rose 
10 Dave Richard 
12 Sandra Edwards 

12 Heather Hollowell 
12 Leslie Jester 
12 Westy Locke 
14 Frank Rabil 
15 Bob Luck 
15 Pat Emerson 
15 Miller Atkinson 
15 Meredith Powell 
16 Georgia Harris 
17 Henry Harper 
18 Kandee Eitel 
18 Jennifer Cook 
19 Kaci Keech 
20 Jim Belcher 
21 Nancy Pittman 
21 Michael Duffy 
21 Whitley Smith 
21 Kaylee Aiken 
22 Emma Fifer 
23 Noah Shaffer 
23 Laney Phillips 
23 Aubrey Brett 
25 Alan Duke 
25 Owen Bailey 
25 Preston Lewis 
26 Tom Burgess 
26 Amy Turner 
26 Miller Kunz 
26 Evan Lewis 

27 Robbie Griffin, III 
27 Carmen Guimoye 
29 Greta Hall 
29 Fran Owens 
29 Maxine Hollowell 
29 Ron Marks 
30 Dee Eitel 
30 Will Hart, Jr. 

                                April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28 
 

Acolytes Julia Pollard Zack Duke Tristan Gayle Katy Pontious 

 
Chancel 

Margaret Mackan 
Mary Christy Saunders 

Margaret Mackan 
Mary Christy Saunders 

Margaret Mackan 
Mary Christy Saunders 

Margaret Mackan 
Mary Christy Saunders 

 
Flowers Mike & 

Carolyn Pollard 
Dianne Burns Dianne Burns Penny and  

Marie Smith 

 
Open Door 

Café  
TBD TBD TBD TBD 

 

8:30 
Greeter/Usher 

Todd Turner Linda Maya Hope Hickam Margaret &  
Harlan Lewis 

 

8:30 
Lay Reader 

Cara Butler Susan Holloway Pat Marks Harlan Lewis 

 
11:00 Greeter John &  

Carolyn Bryant 
Taylor & 

Anne Williams 
Linda Jenkins Peggy and 

Marie Smith 

 
11:00 

Lay Reader 
Kathy Brown Billy Smith Cara Butler Anne Williams 

 
11:00 

Ushers 
 

Billy Smith 
John Bryant 
Mike Wrenn 
Evan Ponder 

Billy Smith 
John Bryant 
Mike Wrenn 
Evan Ponder 

Billy Smith 
John Bryant 
Mike Wrenn 
Evan Ponder 

Billy Smith 
John Bryant 
Mike Wrenn 
Evan Ponder 

 

Bill Billings and Glenda 
Jervey will be taking con-
gregation photos for the 
upcoming new Church Di-
rectory in the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, April 7th 
after worship. Be sure to 
stop in for a few minutes if 
you’ve never had your 
photo in the directory, and/
or to update outdated pics. 
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Honoring God through worship,  

Serving God with time, talents and  gifts,  

Uniting in Christian fellowship,  

Making disciples, and  

Caring for all God’s children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at High Street Our Mission at High Street United Methodist Church 


