
High Street United Methodist Church 

HAPPENINGS  AT HIGH STREET HAPPENINGS  AT HIGH STREET 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 218, Franklin, VA  23851    

Located at: 31164 Camp Parkway, Courtland, VA 

757-562-3367  hsumc@beldar.com     www.highstreetumcva.org 

March 2024  Issue 2 

Newsletter Staff: M. Lewis, Administrative Assistant 

Pastor: Rev. Wayne C. Moore 

Scout Sunday at High Street 
High Street UMC held their annual Scout Sunday on February 11th. Thanks to the Scouts from Troop and Pack 17 who participated as 
acolyte, ushers, and lay reader during the 11am service. 

Scout Oath 
“On my honor I will do my best, to do my duty to 

God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law, to 
help other people at all times, o keep myself physi-

cally strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” 

First Responder’s Appreciation  Lunch at HSUMC 
On Monday, February 12, High Street’s Mission Team hosted a pizza lunch to show appreciation for almost 50 First Responders 
from Franklin and Southampton County. May God bless all First Responders, and keep them safe—thanks for all you do! 

The Vitality Team is 

now collecting candy 

donations for the Easter 

Egg Hunt to be held on 

Palm Sunday, March 

24th. We are asking for candy that will fit in-

side plastic Easter eggs. Donation boxes are 

in the narthex and by the church office. 

The Mission Team is sponsoring 
their annual Baked Potato and 
Salad Bar Luncheon Sunday, 
March 17th at 12:00 Noon Fel-
lowship Hall. We are requesting 
that you make a reservation by 
signing up on the sign-up sheet on the round table in the 
narthex or by calling the church office 757-562-3367.   
(Eat in only.) It's St. Patrick's Day, so come eat a potato 
and wear your green! (more info on page 4) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you have prayer requests, please put them on the tear-off section of the Sunday bulletin  

and put it in the offering plate, or contact the church office  
at hsumc@beldar.com, or 757.562.3367. 

 Matthew 26, 27, and 28 take 
us to the Cross and the Empty 
Tomb to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  We are in Lent, and we 
are approaching Easter at a fast 
speed.  So, let us take a breath for 
a moment and figure out where 
we are, or you are I this span of 

time.   
 We are once again on that journey to Easter.  We 
are once again taking those same paths that Jesus and 
his Disciples walked soo long ago.  We see how Jesus 
is preaching, teaching, and healing people at various 
places on this journey.  Now, how is your journey go-
ing?  Are you walking closer to Jesus?  Are you read-
ing the accounts of Jesus life to help you realize what 
Jesus can do for you? Are you at that point of realiza-
tion that life cannot exist as we see it if Jesus is not a 
major part of our guidance in life and in our personal 
relationship.   
 Let us take this time once again to be drawn away 
from this world so we can develop a more personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  Take time for prayer…
Take time to read God’s Word on a personal basis…
Take time to make time for Worship with God and the 
Church…Take time to come to Church and be in 
Communion with God.  Start making time in your 
weekly calendars and agenda to include that very spe-
cial time with Jesus.  Also, I pray I can see you are 
Church to be in Worship and Praise, be in Prayer, to 
be in Relationship with Jesus.  Check out the Church 
Calendar…mark some dates that you can come and be 
a part of the Church. Let us get excited that we can 
come and celebrate God’s LOVE in Jesus Christ.  I 
have you in my prayers and love….and so look for-
ward to the celebration of Easter.  Let us recount once 
again how Jesus can and will bless your life and the 
life of your family. 
 
In Christ Redeeming Love, 
Pastor Wayne 

On Thursday evening, February 8, Soup for Supper celebrated Mardi Gras complete with masks, beads and King Cake!!  
The spicy Gumbo was a big hit too! Laissez les bons temps rouler! 

Graces’ Little Angel’s 
Preschool News – March 2024 

 

March has blown in like a lion.  Before we know it, Spring will be here. The Angels have been 
busy the last couple of months. They will start off learning about Dinosaurs, St. Patrick’s Day, So-
lar System, and will finish the month off with Easter. Learning what Easter means.  They will learn 
about the letters D, O and I and all kinds of things that start with the letters and the sounds they 
make. They will learn about the colors of the rainbow.  

GLA received two grants for $2500.00 from the Elms Foundation and the Camp Foundation. Thank you for feeding 
the staff at GLA pizza for lunch around Christmas time. They really enjoyed it. There will be a Spring board meet-
ing. Please keep a look out for it on the Calendar. GLA will be closed March 29th for Good Friday and April 1st – 
April 5th for Easter Break. We will reopen on April 8th.  
 

In God’s Love, 
Jill Thorpe, Site Manager 
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Happy Easter from my home to yours! 

 He is RISEN indeed!    

 Our High Street United Women in Christ continue to serve our church and our community! 

A few of our activities include: 

  • we are making plans for UWF Sunday in the spring.  
  • we initiated name badges for the 11 AM Worship Service  
  • we have a few bags of pecans at a reduced price of $10 per bag. 
  • we will be volunteering at the Foodbank to help stock the shelves and assist shoppers 
  • we are collecting clothes for the on-going project for S.P.Morton 
  • we will have a joint luncheon for morning and evening circles on Monday, May 6 

 

The dates for the upcoming meetings are as follows: 

 MORNING CIRCLE - Tuesday, March 4 at 10 AM 

 EVENING CIRCLE - Monday, March 25 at 5:30 PM.. 

 EXECUTIVE BOARD - Tuesday, March 26 at 10AM 

If you are new to High Street or just want to see what "United Women in Faith" is all about, please join us for 
a Morning or Evening Circle meeting.  You are always welcome! 

Have a glorious Easter! 

Kathy Worrell 
President, United Women in Faith  

Hoppy Easter! 
 

Spring is just around the corner...the daffodils have started peeping out!!  
 

We are preparing for Easter and  the annual EASTER EGG HUNT!! The Vitality Team will host 
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt on PALM Sunday, March 24, at 10 AM here at High Street UMC.  
Please save the date and invite friends and family to join us for the fun! We ask the congregation 

for candy donations to fill the Easter eggs.  Please place your candy in the boxes in the narthex or outside the 
church office. We hope to see you at the "eggstra" special Easter Egg Hunt! 

Kathy Worrell 
Vitality Team chair 

Team 
V i tality 

The gatherings for  MARCH / APRIL are as follows: 
 

For Lent, we meet on Tuesdays so those who want to go to the Lenten 
lunch and worship service can go. 
 

• Tuesday, February 20 - Serve @ 12pm 
• Tuesday, February 27 - The Vine @ 12pm 
• Tuesday, March 5 - Joe's @ 12pm  
• Tuesday, March 12 - Backporch @ 12pm 
• Tuesday, March 19  -  Wydia's @ 12 pm 
• Tuesday, March 26 - Three Guys @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 3 - Fred's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 10 -  El Rancheros @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 17 -  Pino's @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, April 24 - Serve @ 12pm 
• Wednesday, May 1- The Vine @ 12pm 

 
 

Sixteen friends from Widow's Might  participated in the Encore 55+   pro-
gram previewed at PDC Workforce Development Center on January 24.  

(see photos above and below) 

No meeting, no agenda...just good food and great conversation! 



Happenings at High Street                                       March 2024  

4 
 

 

Mission Team News  
  

 Our "Penny Project" for 2024 
has been announced. We will be 
donating our "pennies and other 
coins" to the non-profit organiza-
tion, Grazin' AcresTherapeutic 

Riding Center right in our own area, Isle of Wight 
County. We will be giving you more information about 
this project as time goes on, but here is a brief over-
view: Grazin Acres is located on the Ivor Road. You 
may have passed it on the way to Ivor. They serve 
physically, mentally, emotionally and learning disabled 
students in the city of Franklin and Southampton, Isle 
of Wight and Sussex counties. Therapeutic riding and 
equine assisted activities help these students build con-
fidence, improve muscle strength, flexibility, concen-
tration, memory, socialization skills and much more. 
They provide services for over 100 participants yearly 
with 8 horses. Grazin' Acres offers morning school 
programs with the Special Education programs in 
Franklin and Southampton County Schools as well as 
evening programs. They also work with at-risk youth. 
Our donations to this worthwhile program will help 
with operational and equipment costs like feed, hay, 
farrier and veterinary care for the horses, educational 
training for the volunteers, facilities maintenance and 
upgrades. Administrative costs are less than 10% of the 
total budget. If you would like to learn more about 
Grazin' Acres, you can go to their website 
www.grazn'acres.org.  
 By the way the grand total for our "Penny Project" 
of 2023 was $2872.50 for The Society of St. Andrew! 

Thanks for all of your support! You may drop off your 
pennies, coins, bills in one of the brass buckets in the 
narthex or on the window ledge outside of the church 
office or bring them by the office during normal office 
hours. 
 Many thanks to the 14 or so volunteers who helped 
with the Pizza Lunch for our area First Responders on 
Monday, February 12, in our fellowship hall. We 
think we had 50+ guests for lunch from Fire, Rescue, 
Police and Sheriff Departments all over our area! 
There were many positive and grateful comments 
throughout the lunch. This was part of the Mission 
Team's "From the Heart of High Street" project for the 
month of February. At the time of writing this email, 
we have also heard of many individual acts of kind-
ness from our High Street family towards church 
members and throughout our community. Thanks to 
all who participated in this sharing of love and kind-
ness. 
 The Mission Garden Team and any interested vol-
unteers met near the end of February to talk about last 
year's garden and plan for the garden for this upcom-
ing "growing season". If you are interested in helping 
or have gardening ideas or expertise, please contact 
Jeff Brown or Mike Ponder.  
 Our next Mission Team meeting is on Wednesday, 
February 21 at 5:30 p.m.in the church library. We wel-
come anyone who is interested to join us. 
 

Ruthie Ponder (757-620-9142). 

UMM February Breakfast Meeting 
The High Street UMC’s UMM gathered on 
Saturday, February 17th, for their monthly 
breakfast and meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 
(photo at left.) 

The Mission Team is sponsoring their annual Baked Potato 
and Salad Bar Luncheon Sunday, March 17th at 12:00 Noon 
Fellowship Hall. Come join us for baked potatoes with "all the 
fixins" and a great salad bar plus dessert and  beverage. There 
will be no charge for the lunch, but there will be a basket for 
donations to go towards our  Backpack Sponsorship of 50 

children at S.P. Morton Elementary School. We are requesting that you make a reserva-
tion by signing up on the sign-up sheet on the round table in the narthex or by calling 
the church office 757-562-3367.   (Eat in only.) It's St. Patrick's Day, so come eat a pota-
to and wear your green!  
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Chair Yoga Dates in March- Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:45am on 
Wed. 3/6; Tues. 3/12; Wed. 3/20, and Wed. 3/27 for some breathing, stretch-
ing, and moving exercises seated and standing with the support of a 
chair.  For more information, contact Jane Riddick-Fries at janerf-
ries@gmail.com or 757-803-6829.  Nothing is required. Just come and    
enjoy. You are welcome to donate to the church Mission Team if you like.   

 

Thursdays at 6pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 

Last Thursday of each month is Pancake Night! 

 
The UWF are selling pecans (halves and pieces) 
at $10 per bag. See any UWF member , or the 
church office, to order yours today! 

On MONDAYS at 1:30pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, join Megan Pontious, who will lead the  
knitting/crocheting time for those who may want 
to get together with others for a creative, relax-
ing fellowship. 
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Marjorie Whitley will be turning 96 years young on February 29th!  
Let’s share birthday cards and greetings with her to celebrate!  

Marjorie’s address is: 
Village at Woods Edge 

1401 N. High Street Rm. 1020 
Franklin, VA 23851 

mailto:janerfries@gmail.com
mailto:janerfries@gmail.com
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Village At Woods Edge  
(Memory Care Unit) 
1401 N High Street,  
Franklin, Virginia 23851 
757.562.3100 
Fred Hollowell 
 

Manor At Wood’s Edge 
(Assisted Living) 
1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 
757.562.3100 
Linda Joyner (Rm 1011)  
Marjorie Whitley (Rm 1020)    

 
 

     

 

       Village At Woods Edge (Independent Living) 
 1401 N High Street, Franklin, Virginia 23851 
    757.562.3100 
   Al Strickler (Apt. 308) 
   Mildred Mason (Apt. 117) 
   Bobby & Nancy Turner (Apt 210) 
   Swann Broocke (Apt 214) 
   Maxine Hollowell (Apt 217) 
 

   East Pavilion 
   (Nursing Home)  
   100 Fairview Drive 
   Franklin, Virginia  23851 
   757.569.6424 
   Dianne Burns    (Rm 142A) 
    

Health Care and Assisted Living Facilities  
Please remember our members who need special care at the following healthcare  

and assisted living facilities. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers each week. 

High Street United Methodist Church 
Memorials and Honorariums 

2/15/2024 
In Loving Memory of: 

 

 
Barbara Jean Ashby Prince 
      by: Kent and Jennifer Stephenson 
        Ms. Jody Harris 
    Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Pope 
            Dr. and Mrs. Mike Ponder 
            Anne P. Kitchen 
    Gail Drake 

 

Deepest sympathies to Bryan Fenters, family and friends,  
on the recent  passing of his father. 

In Loving Memory of   
Charles Allen Butler, Sr. 
6/26/1953 - 2/18/2024 

Our sincere sympathy to his family and friends. 

 

Deepest sympathies to Jay Lee, family and friends,  
on the recent  passing of his mother, Shirley Lee. 
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 Lenten Cross Butterflies 
This Easter season give the gift that keeps on giving.  For every donation of 
$7.00 toward the support of both local and global mission projects, a small  
butterfly will be placed on our Lenten Cross in honor of or in memory of your 
loved ones.   
  
If you would like to make a donation please complete the form below. You 
may place the form along with your donation in the offering plate, drop it by 
the church office or send it by mail.  
  
Deadline for turning in forms and donations is Friday, March 8, 2024 
  
A separate form is necessary for each butterfly. Additional forms are available 
in the narthex or at the church office. 

  

  

In Honor Of: _______________________________________________________________    

  
In Memory Of:  ______________________________________________________________ 

  
By: _______________________________________________________________________ 

        Easter Lilies 
 

Add to the beauty of our sanctuary at Easter time by purchasing a Lily in 
honor of and/or in memory of loved ones. Lilies may be purchased at a cost 
of $15.00 each. 
 
If you would like to purchase a Lily, please complete the form below. You 
may place the form, along with payment, in the offering plate or drop it by 
the church office or send it by mail.  
 
The deadline for placing orders is Friday, March 8, 2024 
 
A separate form is necessary for each lily purchased. Additional forms are 
available in the narthex or at the church office. 

 
In Honor  Of :________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

In Memory  Of :_______________________________________________________________ 

 
By:________________________________________________________________________ 

DEADLINE TO TURN IN FORMS FOR NAMES TO APPEAR  IN THE BOOKLETS IS FRIDAY, MARCH 8TH.  
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SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 
 March 10 March 17 March 24 March 31 

Acolytes Katy Pontious Zack Duke Tristan Gayle Meredith Fox Julia Pollard 

Chancel Jennifer  
Stephenson 

Jennifer  
Stephenson 

Jennifer  
Stephenson 

Jennifer  
Stephenson 

Jennifer  
Stephenson 

Flowers Margaret Mackan Don Spengeman 
Dianne Burns 

The Hutt Family 
Children 

PALM  
ARRANGEMENT 

EASTER 
LILIES 

Open Door 
Café  

Penny  
and Marie Smith 

Jim & Jane Kay 
Louise Blythe 

Billy & Terry 
Smith NO OPEN DOOR Lori Vasser 

 

8:30 
Greeter/Usher 

Hope Hickam Linda Maya Jewell Martin Todd Turner Margaret & 
Harlan Lewis 

8:30 
Lay Reader 

Pat Marks Cara Butler Mike Ponder Annie Gayle Harlan Lewis 

 
11:00 Greeter 

 

John & Carolyn 
Bryant 

Jim & Glenda  
Jervey 

Linda Jenkins Penny and Marie 
Smith 

Miles & Jessie 
White 

11:00 
Lay Reader 

 
Mike Ponder Galen Butler Margaret Mackan Kathy Brown Marie Smith 

11:00 
Ushers 

 

Jeff Brown 
Robbie Griffin 
David Saunders 

Evan Ponder 

Jeff Brown 
Robbie Griffin 
David Saunders 

Evan Ponder 

Jeff Brown 
Robbie Griffin 
David Saunders 

Evan Ponder 

Jeff Brown 
Robbie Griffin 
David Saunders 

Evan Ponder 

Jeff Brown 
Robbie Griffin 
David Saunders 

Evan Ponder 

1 Daniel Belcher 
1 Justin Hudson 
1 Faith Weidemann 
2 Dale Birdsong 
2 Lynn Powell 
2 Jack Godwin 
2 Morgan Wrenn 
3 Mary Catherine Baynard 
3 Michael Baynard 
3 Scott Owens-Kerbaugh 
4 Lisa Bryant 
4 Angela Draughn 
4 Kandi Turner 
5 John Drewry, IV 
5 Nicholas Duke 
6 Jesse Hayes 
7 Ashten Lee 
8 Doug Jervey 
8 Alisa Porter 
9 Stephanie Duke 
9 Neva Hall 

10 Elizabeth Britt 
11 Nancy Turner 
11 Billy Smith, III 
11 Joe Jervey 
11 Justin Porter 
11 Hope Weidemann 
12 Phillip Atkinson 
13 Joanna Jervey 
15 Gloria Leinart 
15 Jewell Martin 
15 Gonzalo Guimoye 
16 Walker Gillette 
16 Griffin Powell 
16 Hayden Edenfield 
17 Linda Mosley 
17 John Hinkle 
18 Beth Luck 
19 Linda Mahoney 
19 Ann Thomas 
19 Shane Bradshaw 
21 Ben Powell 
21 Lindsey Worrell 
22 Charlie Lynn 
22 William DeLuca 
24 David Saunders 
24 Jacob Brown 

24 Roger Jones 
24 Matthew Kerbaugh 
25 Stephanie Blythe 
26 Annabelle Turner 
27 Jim Strozier 
28 Parker Duke 
29 Teresa Beale 
29 Andy Powell 
29 Zachary Gurganus 
29 Forest Jones 
30 Bobby Snead 
30 William Sunday, Jr. 
30 Andrew Lowe 
31 Becky Gillette 
31 Travis Councill 

HAPPY 96TH BIRTHDAY TO 
MARJORIE 
WHITLEY! 

                         
 
 
 

 
 

A BIG Happy (Leap Year) 
Birthday to Marjorie Whit-
ley, who celebrated her  96th 
birthday on February 29th!!  
If you were unable to send 
her a card before her birth-
day, we are sure she’d still 
love to hear from you, so be 
sure to share some birthday 
greetings with her at: 
 

Village at Woods Edge 
1401 N. High St. Rm. 1020 

Franklin, VA 23851 
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High Street UMC Chancel Choir is pleased to present, “Christmas at High Street”!  
This is our 2nd CD. We will have them available at church Sunday morning. They make excellent gifts! 
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Honoring God through worship,  

Serving God with time, talents and  gifts,  

Uniting in Christian fellowship,  

Making disciples, and  

Caring for all God’s children. 
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